Annenberg Public Policy’s Worm Composter Project: June 30, 2010

About 1,500 red wriggler worms finally arrived on June 30, 2010, and settled in to their new composting
bin at the Annenberg Public Policy Center. This green initiative not only is intended to help reduce the
amount of food waste heading to landfills, but also to educate staffers about composting in a fun way.

This project, which received a grant from the Penn Green Fund, will document how much food waste at
APPC that the worms will consume and how much worm compost will be produced and distributed as
plant fertilizer. As the worms multiply, we also may be distributing their offspring to staffers who are
interested in starting their own composting bins at home, to schools or to community gardens.

For other campus buildings that may be interested in composting, the project will also document any
issues that arise and how they can be overcome. For example, at APPC, a location for the composting
bin was one of the biggest obstacles. The site not only needed to be accessible for staffers and the
caretakers, but we also had to be sensitive to concerns about the potential smell and mess. Fortunately,
these issues were resolved with the selection of a little-used room that is convenient to a kitchen and
staff and has temperature control and ventilation. Stay tuned for more worm news!

The red wriggler worms arrive happy and healthseady to go to work composting food waste
at the Annenberg Public Policy Center



Shredded newspaper is layeredinthe &y LI2 a G Ay 3 oAy G2 LINBLI NBE F2N 0KS g2 N)Va
The worms will eventually consume the newspaper as well as food scraps.

The worms are poured into the bedding, which also contains shredded leaves, crushed eggshells,
sand and other bedding material.
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